Creating Meaningful Learning Objectives

As a theological student, creating learning objectives helps you connect coursework to your
future ministry. Here's a step-by-step guide to crafting meaningful learning objectives:

1. Reflect on Your Vision for Ministry

e Think about your calling and vision for ministry.
e Jot down key themes, values, or areas of focus that emerge from your reflection.

2. Draw from Course Subject Matter

e Review the course syllabus and identify key concepts, topics, or skills that resonate
with your ministry vision.

e Consider how the course material can help you grow in your understanding and
application of spiritual principles to the work you envision yourself being engaged
in.

3. Make It SMART

e Use the SMART criteria to craft specific, measurable, achievable, relevant, and time-
bound learning objectives.
e Ensure your objectives are concise, clear, and actionable.

4. Align with Ministry Outcomes

e Connect your learning objectives to the outcomes you hope to achieve in your future
ministry.

e Consider how the knowledge, skills, or attitudes you acquire will impact your
ministry practice.

5. Review and Refine

e Regularly review your learning objectives to ensure they remain relevant and
aligned with your ministry vision.

e Refine your objectives as needed, incorporating new insights and understandings
gained through your coursework.

Example of a well-crafted learning objective:

"By the end of this course, I aim to develop a deeper understanding of biblical hermeneutics,
enabling me to preach and teach with greater accuracy and confidence in my future
ministry role."



